LISTENING COMPREHENSION 11TH GRADE
GRADE 11
Listening comprehension test
1. Put down + if the statement is true, - if it is false (2 points each)
1. Stradivarius violins are considered the best in the world and are worth hundreds of dollars. 
2. The violinists involved in the study could not tell the difference between the sound of a Stradivarius violin and a modern violin. 
3. Claudia Fritz believes that the beauty of a Stradivarius justifies its price. 
4. Guarneri del Gesu and Antonio Stradivari were Spanish violin makers. 
5. The study was conducted by Kai-Thomas Roth. 
6. Overall, the violinists preferred newer models over the classic ones. 
7. Of the six violins used in the study, three were modern and three were made in the 1700s.
8. Claudia Fritz thinks the quality of an instrument is more important than its age or reputation. 
9. Fritz's study was the first to compare the sound of modern and antique violins. 
10. Roth concluded that the difference between playing a Stradivarius and a modern violin is the musician's mindset toward the instrument.

2. Choose the correct letter (a, b, c or d) – (2 points each)
11. The purpose of the experiment was to discover... 
A. if playing a Stradivarius affects the quality of a performance. 
B. if playing a Stradivarius affects the audience differently. 
C. if Stradivarius violins actually sound better than modern instruments. 
12. Of the six violins tested how many were made by Antonio Stradivari? 
A. Two.               B. Three.                C. Four. 
13. The results of the study were surprising because... 
A. Stradivarius violins are thought to be vastly superior to modern instruments. 
B. string instruments sound better with age. 
C. modern violins are usually considered to be better crafted. 
14. The musicians were prevented from knowing which violin they were playing by.. 
A. wearing goggles and standing in a separate room.
B. wearing a blindfold and standing in a separate room. 
C. wearing goggles and standing behind a curtain.
15. The best synonym for "commandeer" as it is used in the article is... 
A. to command.        B. to control.           C. to appropriate. 
16. Which of the following was noted as a shortcoming of the study? 
A. Not all the violinists were qualified. 
B. Only a few violins were tested.
C. Only half of the violins were made by Stradivari. 
17. This study used the "double blind" testing method because... 
A. neither the researcher nor the violinist knew what instrument was being played. 
B. both the researcher and the violinist were blindfolded. 
C. the test was done twice, once with blindfolds and once without. 
18. Kai-Thomas Roth thinks that... 
A. the myth of Antonio Stradivari is the main factor. 
B. Stradivarius violins aren't worth their price. 
C. people aren't educated enough to tell the difference.
19. The musicians participating in the study did NOT rate the violins for... 
A. resonance.           B. playability.            C. craftsmanship. 
20. Antonio Stradivari and Guarneri del Gesu lived and worked in the... 
A. 15th century.                                 B. 18th century.                                        C. 17th century. 
