The 8th Form                        Reading Comprehension                    

Text  1. The Shoemaker

Bill Bird is a shoemaker who cannot make shoes fast enough for his growing number of customers – and he charges more than £300 for a pair! Customers travel hundreds of kilometres to his London shoe clinic or to his workshop in the countryside to have their feet measured. He makes shoes for people with feet of unusual sizes : very large, very small, very broad or very narrow. The shoes are at least as fashionable as those found in ordinary shops
Mr. Bird says, ‘’ My problem is that I cannot find skilled workers. Young people all seem to prefer to work with computers these days. We will lose the necessary skills soon because there are fewer and fewer shoemakers nowadays. I am 45, and now I want to teach young people everything I know about making shoes. It’s a good job, and a lot of people want to buy beautiful shoes specially made for them. 
He started in the business 19 years ago and now he employs three other people. His customers pay about £ 500 for their first pair of shoes. He says, ‘’ Extra pairs of shoes cost between  £ 320 and £ 450, as it takes one employee a whole week to make just one shoe.

1. What is the writer trying to do in the text ? 
a) to describe where Mr. Bird finds his staff         b) to encourage people to wear comfortable shoes
c) to advertise a job selling expensive shoes        d)to  show Mr. Bird’s worries about his trade. 
2. How old is Bill Bird ?
a) over forty-five      b)forty-five     c)about forty-five         d)thirty –five
3. How much does he want for an extra  pair of shoes ? 
a) more than £320      b)about  £500         c)less than £300        d)over £500
4. Bill Bird makes shoes …
a)    for all people
b)   for those who like travelling hundreds of kilometres to his London shoe clinic
c)   for those who want to have  extra pairs of shoes
d)  for those who want to have shoes made especially for them
5. Which advertisement would Mr. Bird put in a newspaper? 
a) Wanted – experienced shoemakers to work in large shoe company in London. Good rates of pay.
b) Wanted – young people to train as shoemakers. Good job with small company.
c) Wanted – young people to train as shoemakers. Must be able to use a computer.
d) Wanted – country workshop needs people for unskilled jobs working with shoes.

Text 2.
The dancing farmer 
Hi, I’m Julian. I work on my dad’s farm in Scotland and I love it. I’m always outdoors, and I never feel under pressure like lots of my friends in their jobs. I often work on my own but I find that relaxing. I can always talk to the animals when I feel lonely! Do you know pigs are as intelligent as humans? What I find really difficult is getting up early every morning, especially in winter. I’m really bad at it and mum has to scream up the stairs to get me out of bed.
I like being a farmer but a good social life is also important. During the week I can’t stay up late but things are different at the weekends. My college friends all live and work in the city about half an hour away and I visit them most weekends. We go clubbing because I love music and dancing. I’m fascinated by all types of dancing and love my Saturday nights out. As you can imagine, it’s very different to my life during the week.
I often think about doing something different. I know I’m good at farming but perhaps I’ve got other skills that I don’t know about. I’m not bored with farming at all but I love learning new things and I learn fast. I’m watching a great TV series at the moment, in which people have a month to change their lives completely. I don’t tell many people this, but do you know what I want to train to be? A professional dancer!
 
6. Why does Julian like his job?
a) Because he likes talking to animals.
b) Because it’s challenging.
c) Because he doesn’t feel lonely when he’s at work.
d) Because it’s not stressful.
7. What does he find hard about his job?
a) He doesn’t like being a farmer in winter.
b) His mum screams at him a lot.
c) Sometimes he’s lonely.
d) He doesn’t like getting up early in the mornings.
8. Why are weekends special for him?
a) Because he loves going to the city.
b) Because he sees his friends.
c) Because he doesn’t have to go to bed early.
d) Because he listens to music.
9. Why does Julian want to learn something else?
a) Because he’s bored being s farmer.
b) Because he wants to do something different.
c) Because he learns fast.
d) Because he doesn’t have any skills.
10. What is Julian’s dream?
a) To change his life.
b) To be on TV.
c) To learn how to dance.
d) To do something different.
Text 3
One to watch!
Essay by Jessica Bourne, aged 14
        I’m a big fan of films featuring the spy James Bond. I`ve got most of them on DVD. We’ve recently bought Quantum of Solace, in which Daniel Craig plays the part of Bond. I don`t know why the film’s got that name – but it’s a great movie, anyway.
       All the actors who’ve played James Bond have been great, but Daniel Craig, who’s made lots of other films, plays the part better than any of them. Even though he doesn’t talk very much, I think he’s the most perfect actor for the role. He even does a few of the more dangerous things in the film himself, instead of getting someone else to do them. I did wonder sometimes whether he’d be clever enough to defeat the bad people – but I’m not going to tell you the
ending. The actress who stars with Craig gives a fantastic performance too – I loved all the
glamorous clothes she wore!
      The director probably had a hard job making this Bond film as full of action as earlier ones. But the excitement starts right at the beginning here, with a car chase along a mountain road, and plenty of other thrilling scenes, too – Bond leaping off tall buildings and so on.
         Unfortunately I found the story difficult to follow in places, and it also seemed to be over very  quickly – it lasted under two hours. I also felt there weren’t as many jokes as in the old Bond films. And where was all the ridiculous Bond equipment – the underwater car or exploding watch that everyone laughed at? This is more serious, darker Bond film, but I still really
enjoyed it.

30. What is Jessica trying to do in her essay?
 A explain what first attracted her to Bond films         B tell readers about the Bond DVDs she owns
C give a balanced view of a Bond film she has seen    D describe how Daniel Craig got the part of James Bond 
31. What can a reader find out from Jessica’s essay?
A whether Quantum of Solace is her favourite Bond film     B what other films Daniel Craig has made
C which other actors have played James Bond                      D whether she thinks Daniel Craig is the best James Bond
32. What does Jessica tell us about Craig in the new Bond film?
A He performs some of the action scenes.                    B He wears some stylish clothes.
C He is given a lot of lines to say.                                  D He looks strong and fit enough to fight the criminals.
33. What is one problem with the film, according to Jessica?
A It seems a bit too long.                                       B It’s sometimes hard to understand what’s happening.
C It has too much silly technology in it.                D It has jokes that aren’t very funny.
34. Which of these might appear in a magazine review of the new Bond film?
A It’s full of excitement, with Bond jumping across rooftops, so don’t be disappointed by  the slow start.
B The director wanted to move away from the last Bond film and include a bit less action.
C I’m not sure the title tells you much …but be prepared to watch a rather different kind of Bond movie.
D Denial Craig performed well as James Bond, but the main female star was  disappointing.

