The 7th Form                        Reading Comprehension                    

Text 1
Swift and his servant
Jonathan Swift, a famous English writer, was one day travelling on horseback with a servant. The weather was bad; it was raining and the roads were muddy. In the evening the two men came to an inn. Before going to bed, Swift told his servant to clean his boots as they were dirty. But the servant was very lazy and did not do what his master had said.
The next morning when Swift saw the dirty boots, he asked the servant why he had not executed the order. ”The roads are muddy. What is the use of cleaning the boots now? They will soon be dirty again,” the servant answered.
Swift didn’t say anything and soon told the servant to get ready because they would start at once. But the servant looked very displeased and said that he had not eaten his breakfast yet.
Swift answered that they would go without any breakfast.
”What is the use of eating now? You will be hungry again”, he said.
Questions (on your answer sheet choose the correct letter A, B, C or D)
1. The writer and his servant were most likely travelling somewhere ....

A. in the wood   B. in the countryside  C. in the city  D. in the space

1. The servant seemed to dislike ...

A. his master  B. Work   C. cleaning shoes  D. bad weather

1. Swift seemed to ...

A. be very angry  B. be quite indifferent  C. be pleased  D. be relaxed

1. The travel was to resume ...

A. shortly   B. after breakfast    C. after the rain  stopped   D. after the shoes had been polished
1. The servant was possibly very ...
A. happy    B. Quiet   C. Hungry   D. cheerful


Text2
A SAD STORY
Three men came to New York for a holiday. They came to a very large hotel and took a room there. Their room was on the forty-fifth floor.
In the evening the three men went to the theatre and came back to the hotel very late.
‘I am very sorry,’ said the hotel clerk, ‘but our lifts are not working. If you do not want to walk up to your room, you will have to sleep in the hall.’
‘No, no,’ said one of the three men, ‘no, thank you. We do not want to sleep in the hall. We shall walk up to our room.’
Then he turned to his two friends and said: ‘It is not easy to walk up to the forty-fifth floor, but I think I know how to make it easier. I shall tell you some jokes. Then you, Andy, will sing us some songs. Then you, Peter, will tell us some interesting stories. That will pass the time.’
So they began to walk up to their room. Tom told them many jokes. Andy sang some songs. At last they came to the thirty-fourth floor. They were very tired.
‘Well,’ said Tom, ‘now it is your turn, Peter. Tell us a long and interesting story with a sad ending.’
‘I shall tell you a story’, said Peter. ‘It is not long, but it is sad enough: we left the key to our room in the hall.’

1. Their room was on the __________ floor.

A. 54th
B. 45th
C. 55th
D. 15th

1. The three men enjoyed a  _______ in the evening.

A. piece of artwork   B. performance   C. match  D. race
1. When they came back ____.
A. the hotel door was locked
B. the hotel door was broken
C. they found out they had left the key
D. they found out they had to walk for a long time
9. The main idea of Peter’s story was:
A. ‘I don’t want to go with you’			C. ‘The lifts are not working’
C. ‘My story is not very long’			D. ‘We won’t be able to open our room’
10. Peter would tell a different story if ____.
A. the men were four			B. the lifts were working that evening
C. the clerk had an extra key		D. the men’s room was on the forty-fourth floor


Text 3.          Meet Bill Gates
Personal computers, or PCs, are an important part of our everyday lives. Many people cannot imagine life without them. One of the most important people in making these machines work is Bill Gates. Bill Gates was born in 1955 in Washington State. He grew up in a rich family. His parents sent him to private school. There he met his business partner. Paul Alien. When they were in eighth grade, they were writing programs for business computers and making money. In 1973 Gates was accepted at Harvard University. His parents were happy. They thought he would get over his obsession with computers and become a lawyer like his father. Two years later, Gates dropped out of Harvard to work on a computer program with his friend Alien. They worked eighteen hours a day in a dormitory room at Harvard. They were writing the program that would run one of the first personal computers. In 1975, they created a company called Microsoft to sell their product. Alien became ill with cancer and left Microsoft in 1983. He recovered a few years later and started his own company. Meanwhile, Microsoft became a giant company. By 1990, at the age of 34, Gates was the youngest billionaire in the history of the United States. He was the "King of Software."
He achieved his success with a lot of hard work. For more than ten years, he worked 16-hour days, seven days a week. He had a dream and the will to succeed. By 1997 he was the richest man in the United States.3
 
11. In 1973, Bill Gates was accepted at...
A. Microsoft. B. Harvard. C. computer school. D. Law School.
12. Bill Gate's parents wanted him to become a...
A. computer programmer. B. teacher. C. lawyer. D. doctor.
13. When Gates and Alien were in the eighth grade, they were writing programs for.
A. Apple computers. B. personal computers. C. private schools. D. business computers.
14. Paul Alien left Microsoft because...
A. he wanted to start his own company. B. he was ill. C. he became rich. D. he didn't like Gates.
15. In 1990, Bill Gates became the youngest... in U.S. history.
A. company president B. college student C. billionaire D. programmer




	
