Reading Comprehension Test for 11th form Students
Text 1
Nkosi Johnson was an AIDS victim activist, who became a martyr and iconic figure in South Africa's battle against the epidemic. When he was refused admission to school because he had HIV, Nkosi hit the headlines. His foster mother, Gail Johnson, gave him her name and in return took his, opening up Nkosi's Haven, a Johnannesburg refuge for those facing death from AIDS. Despite his dwindling health, Nkosi remained a vocal activist in the war on AIDS, even publicly rebuking President Thado Mbeki in July 2000 for his controversial stance on the causes of the disease. "Babies are dying very quickly", said Nkosi on that occasion. Nkosi had to be one of them. 
Questions (on your answer sheet choose the correct letter A, B, C or D)
1. Nkosi became an activist:
a) because he had AIDS;
b) because his mother had AIDS;
c) because he was not allowed to go to school;
d) because he did not agree with the president.
2. When Nkosi was refused admission to school he:
a) stayed at home and did nothing;    b) studied with a private tutor;
c) publicly rebuked the president;     d) told his story to the local media.
 3. What is Nkosi's Haven?
a) an animal shelter;               b) a home for AIDS victims;     c) a school;            	d) a community center. 
4. Nkosi rebuked President Mbeki because:
a) he disagreed with him;
b) the president had helped him;
c) he liked the president's stance on the disease;
 d) the president said that people with AIDS are bad.
5. Where is Nkosi now?
a)	in Johannesburg; 		b) at Nkosi's Haven;    c)	in school; 			d) dead.

Text 2.
___________________________________________________________________________________
MANAGER WANTED

Herbal Health, Madrid

Herbal Health is one of the world’s leading companies in health and dietary products.
Applications are invited for the post of Manager at our Madrid store.
Applicants must speak English, be computer literate, have administrative experience and an interest in health and lifestyle issues.  An ability to speak Spanish is an advantage, although language training will be provided. 
Responsibilities include day-to-day running of the store together with recruitment and training of new staff.  The manager acts as representative for the company and is expected to provide excellent service to customers.
Contact Sue Jones on (00 44) 181 744 1243 for more information.

Questions (on your answer sheet choose the correct letter A, B, C or D)
6. Based on the information provided, the position of Manager appears to be:
a) an entry-level job
b) a higher-level position involving some responsibility
c) a job that requires a lot of travel
d) a job that requires a university degree
7. People who apply for the job as Manager:
a. Will not need to speak Spanish on the job
b. Need to prove they can speak Spanish at the time of the interview
c. will be given instruction in Spanish once they are hired
d. need to have a university degree in Spanish
8. The products Herbal Health offers might include:
a. Vitamin tablets
b. Travel accessories
c. Computer equipment
d. Wines from Spain and Portugal
9. The phrase “administrative experience” means the applicant:
a. must have worked for government agencies
b. must have used the company’s products in the past
c. should have experience in working with large amounts of data
d. should have experience working in an educational environment
10. The phrase “running of the store” means:
a. the store will be very busy
b. the operation of the store
c. the store will be open seven days a week
d. the products of the store will also be available on the internet

Text 3.
The walnut trees  by Rhona Aitken (excerpt)
“Hurry up – love of my life!” “Coming!” With that well-known feeling of last-minute panic I chased back into the kitchen to convince myself that all was in order. Gas off – door locked – windows shut – radio off. All in order! With a great sigh of relief I eased myself, plus my bundles, out of the front door and down the path towards the already heavy-laden car.
Phil tossed my coats and bags unceremoniously into the back seat for Dave to sort out, and before I could catch my breath we were off. Off to St David’s.
As a child I had gone there with my parents and experienced the magic of this Cathedral city; promising myself that one day I would return, to see those dramatic battlements, scene of so much history told with such conviction throughout the ages. The ancient bricks and stones are masterpieces of beauty; greens, greys, mauves and pinks, that whisper such secrets in their shadows. Secrets thought to have vanished forever into the distant past, yet somehow never seeming so far away. In my memory I was seeing again the Cathedral, so protective over the little hamlet of St David’s. When we had arrived all those years ago we could hear the choir singing. Serene Welsh voices pouring their music through the brilliance of the stained-glass windows into the cold night air. Britain’s smallest city listened – smoke spiraling from peaceful chimneys, drifting through evensong. I never forgot it, and now, thirty years later I was to return, with Davie and Phil.
Davie was seventeen, and Phil and I knew it would be the last holiday he would be spending with us. At seventeen youth has spreading wings that must be tested – and holidays with parents do not figure in that scenario.
As the day progressed we drove across the Severn Bridge in the late summer sunshine. We passed Cardiff and sped into the countryside – Davie, in the back seat, concentrated on the map. Our plan was to have a week in Solva, and a week in St David’s. As it was October people would be scarce so we hadn’t booked in anywhere. It added to the fun of the holiday not to know exactly where we would be staying.
There were eerie mists rising from the valleys, the green of the mountain ash paling to soft gamboges; the bracken fronds now tipped with rust. The first of the night-chills seemed just around the corner.
There was a great rustling of paper from the back seat.
“We need a new map, Dad,” complained Davie, tussling with a lap full of disintegrated sections. “This is so old all roundabouts have changed, and it hasn’t got any motorways. Sorry – but I think we should have taken that last turning on the left!”   We went a little further, managed to back into a muddy field and retraced our way to the turning – a winding road that said it went to Treffgarne Cross.
It was a long time before we came to the next sign, drooping wearily over a heavy beech hedge at an indecisive angle, and telling us nothing on the map so we continued on to Llandloy. Fifteen minutes later we saw a sign to Penpark, and we knew that was too far north and quite wrong. At the first opportunity we took an unmarked lane south, hoping at least to be heading in the right direction.
Gradually the lanes were becoming smaller, the houses fewer and the hedges wilder, leaning over the car more purposefully, spiky fingers scratching at the paint, driving us into potholes. Phil eased the car onto a grass verge facing a five-bar gate.  “Come on, Son, - out with the map! Change places with your Mother and we’ll try to find a way out of here!”
I climbed out of the front seat and surveyed the countryside. I could hear the buzz of lazy insects, the distant sounds of cattle and sheep, and singing breeze playing the branches of the hedging, rustling leaves and whistling through the massive trees that stood in a circle in the centre of the field. There were still larks high in the heavens. Over the dip at the far end of the field I glimpsed a spiral smoke and a patch of roof. I felt happy.

11. When the family set off, the author was
a. exhausted.        b)in a panic.         c)breathless.         d)relieved.
12. St David’s was chosen as their destination because
a. it is a historical city.               b)they wanted to listen to the choir. 
c) it is the smallest city in Britain.     d)the mother had visited it as a child.
13. In paragraph 3 ‘holidays with parents do not figure in that scenario’ means that young people
a. are unable to decide where to go by themselves.                       b)are likely to enjoy holidays with their parents.
c) are uncertain if they would like to go with their parents.   d)wouldn’t like to spend their holidays with their parents.
14. The family hadn’t booked hotel rooms for themselves because they
a. didn’t plan to travel overnight.      b)travelled in a low season.
c) had some friends to put them up.
d) planned to stay in a camp.
15. What is the purpose of the last paragraph of the text?
a. to describe. 
b. to inform.
c. to report.
d. To persuade
